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THEY  BELONG  IN  THE  MEETING  FOR  WORSHIP 

By  Alice  A.  Dart 


This  article  is  a report  of  the  discussion  of  relig- 
ious education  at  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Cor- 
vallis, Oregon,  in  October.  The  author,  Alice  A.  Dart, 
is  a member  of  Eugene  Preparative  Meeting  and  is  head 
of  the  Religious  Education  Committee  of  the  Meeting. 

Several  of  the  Meetings  in  the  Northwest 
area  have  a large  number  of  small  children,  and 
have  in  the  past  conducted  First-day  Schools 
during  the  time  of  the  meeting  for  worship, 
demanding  the  supervision  of  a number  of  adult 
members.  Recently  and  coincidentally  in  several 
Meetings,  a concern  has  arisen  about  the  depri- 
vation both  to  the  meeting  for  worship  and  the 
adults  concerned  of  their  absence  from  the  wor- 
ship period.  This  has  led  to  reconsideration  of 
the  religious  needs  of  the  children,  and  in  some 
instances  there  has  been  a marked  change  in 
the  program  for  children. 

In  Eugene  Meeting  we  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  children  primarily  need  the  sur- 
rounding love  of  a family  life  rooted  deeply  in 
religion,  and  that  whatever  strengthens  the 
parents  and  the  whole  family  in  this  way  of  life 
will  be  of  first  importance  in  education  of  the 
children  in  religion.  A main  influence  in  our 
lives,  we  think,  is  the  meeting  for  worship  and 
preparation  for  it,  and  it  would  appear  to  be 
of  first  importance  that  all  parents  should  be 
able  to  attend  meeting  for  worship. 

Second,  we  have  come  to  think  it  of  great 
importance  that  our  children  should  enter  as 
fully  as  possible  into  the  life  of  the  Meeting, 
both  worship  and  business.  We  therefore  decided 
to  bring  all  children  of  five  years  and  older  into 
the  meeting  for  worship  for  about  half  the  time; 
no  exact  schedule  is  followed  because  of  their 
inexperience  in  the  silent  meeting.  Our  inten- 
tion. however,  is  to  give  them  as  full  an  ex- 
perience of  the  meeting  for  worship  as  they 
appear  to  be  able  to  take.  Our  children  then 
withdraw  with  one  teacher,  who  is  working  out 
lessons  for  them  as  a group,  in  lieu  of  graded 
lessons  which  previously  engaged  three  adults 
as  teachers.  The  younger  children  are  cared 
for  during  the  whole  hour  by  a college  girl  hired 
for  that  purpose.  The  teacher  is  in  the  meeting 
for  worship  for  about  half  the  time,  and  finds 
“half  a loaf”  better  than  none. 

In  various  forms,  and  following  their  own 
rethinking  of  their  needs.  University  Meeting 
in  Seattle,  Tacoma  Meeting  and  Willamette 


Valley  in  Salem  have  also  changed  their  First- 
day  Schools  and  meetings  for  worship  to  fit 
the  needs  of  children  and  adults. 

At  Quarterly  Meeting  advice  was  sought 
of  older  Friends  as  to  the  wisdom  of  this  re- 
turn, at  least  partially,  to  the  manner  in  which 
earlier  Friends  conducted  their  meetings.  Friends 
who  are  parents  naturally  are  concerned  by  the 
inevitable  little  disturbances  caused  in  the 
silence  by  children  who  have  had  little  or  no 
training  in  that  discipline,  realizing  that  such 
disturbance  is  more  noticeable  in  the  informal 
circle  arrangement  to  be  found  in  most  of  our 
smaller  Meetings  not  gathering  in  a traditional 
meeting  house.  There  was  reassuring  comment 
on  the  abilitv  of  a rightly  disciplined  meeting 
to  withstand  this  strain.  Friends  appeared  gen- 
erally to  approve  of  introducing  children  to  the 
silent  meeting  at  as  early  an  age  as  seems  pos- 
sible, Several  Friends  spoke  of  the  centering 
down  of  the  meeting  as  a function  of  the  dis- 
cipline and  preparation  of  the  most  experienced, 
and  a strong  conviction  was  expressed,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  the  sense  of  the  group,  that  the 
meeting  for  worship  can  not  only  take  place  with 
the  children  s presence,  but  that  it  will  draw 
the  children  to  become  part  of  it.  I felt  that  other 
Friends  shared  my  feeling  of  having  found  the 
way  to  bring  our  children  into  the  life  of  the 
Meeting  in  its  most  important  aspect. 

An  older  Friend  recalled  that  in  the  meet- 
ing house  of  his  childhood,  hassocks  of  varying 
sizes  were  scattered  among  the  benches  for  the 
feet  of  the  children;  he  expressed  the  thought 
that  their  discipline  in  silent  waiting  was  much 
helped  by  this  attention  to  their  physical  com- 
fort. The  Quarterly  Meeting  agreed  to  counsel 
all  Meetings  to  provide  suitable  chairs  for  the 
children,  and  it  was  so  minuted. 

In  Eugene  Meeting  we  are  in  two  other 
ways  seeking  to  bring  our  children  into  the  life 
of  the  Meeting.  Preceding  meeting  for  worship 
we  have  a quarter  of  an  hour  of  “family  wor- 
ship", singing  hymns  together  and  telling  a 
story  especially  for  the  children.  Even  the  babies 
come  to  this.  The  children  are  encouraged  to 
learn  Bible  verses  to  recite  if  they  wish  to  do  so. 
This  gathering  of  us  all  together  on  First-day 
morning  is  felt  by  even  those  of  us  not  parents 
to  be  satisfying.  The  ideas  expressed  may  give 
the  children  something  to  think  about  as  the 
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meeting  gathers.  We  do  not  encourage  directing 
vocal  ministry  towards  the  children  during  meet- 
ing for  worship. 

We  are  also  acting  as  far  as  possible  as  a 
whole  Meeting  in  our  concerns,  whether  it  is 
pot-luck  dinner  before  the  meeting  for  business 


ROUND-THE-WORLD 

Traveling  on  a concern  to  build  up  a sense 
of  the  world-wide  family  of  Friends,  Ruby 
Dowsett  has  recently  visited  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  en  route  from  the  Oxford  Conference 
to  her  home  in  New  Zealand.  She  spoke  to  groups 
of  adults  or  children  or  both  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Redlands,  Whittier,  Pacific  Ackworth,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Rerkeley,  Palo  Alto,  Willamette  Valley, 
Portland,  Eugene,  Seattle  and  Vancouver. 

Ruby  Dowsett  is  the  originator  and  editor 
of  the  Round-the- World  Letters  for  young 
people,  sponsored  by  the  Friends  World  Com- 
mittee for  Consultation.  These  letters  are  written 
by  Friends  from  various  countries  to  interpret 
the  spirit  from  which  Quaker  worship  and  serv- 
ice come.  They  are  written  for  four  age  groups 
from  6 to  15. 

Naturally,  from  such  intimate  communica- 
tions, group  and  individual  contacts  have  grown 
up.  Ruby  Dowsett  has  a number  of  stories  to  tell 
of  such  friendships.  “When  Frederick  of  Chicago 
commenced  a pen  friendship  with  a pal  in 
Tasmania,  no  one  realized  the  enrichment  that 
would  grow  out  of  the  contact,  nor  the  many  in- 
terests that  would  be  exchanged  between  the 
two  children.  Frederick,  who  is  specially  in- 
terested in  timbers,  has  just  recently  received 
samples  of  petrified  woods  from  the  Tasmanian 
forests,  much  to  the  delight  of  his  family  who 
are  as  keenly  interested  in  this  Chicago-Tasmania 
contact  as  Frederick  himself.” 

“The  letters  themselves,”  Ruby  Dowsett  con- 
tinues, “which  aim  to  interpret  the  message  and 
story  of  Quakerism,  are  filling  a very  real  need 
in  many  Meetings  in  this  country  (New  Zea- 
land). They  are  a personal  bond  between  the 
children  and  their  Meeting  and  are  of  special 
value  for  use  in  isolated  homes.  They  can  have 
special  value  as  a family  interest,  too.  Read  them 
with  your  children  at  your  meal  table,  or  around 
the  fireside,  and  discuss  them  as  a family,  and 
see!  They  can  be  collected  into  a folio  for  further 
reference  and  children  can  be  encouraged  in 
building  up  their  collections. 

“One  of  the  great  concerns  of  the  World 
Committee  after  the  Oxford  Conference  was  the 
question  of  how  the  fellowship,  so  much  in  evi- 
dence at  this  great  gathering,  could  be  main- 
tained and  carried  forward.  The  Round-the- 


or  packing  a box  of  fixings  for  a Christmas  party 
at  the  student  center  of  the  University  of  Goet- 
tingen, Germany.  We  are  trying  in  every  concern 
and  gathering  to  find  a real  place  for  the  chil- 
dren to  help  know  that  they  are  indeed  a part 
of  the  Society  of  Friends. 


QUAKER  LETTERS 

World  Letters,  which  are  now  distributed  in  so 
many  different  lands,  are  surely  one  way  in 
which  we  can  help  our  children  to  grow  up  with 
a sense  of  belonging  to  the  world-wide  family 
of  Friends.  Through  the  pen  friends  and  group 
contacts  a network  of  communications  is  already 
being  built  up  among  the  children  of  Friends 
throughout  the  world.” 

From  seven  to  eight  thousand  of  these  let- 
ters go  to  young  people  in  the  following  coun- 
tries: Canada,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales, 
Switzerland,  Denmark,  Germany,  India,  Belgium, 
Japan,  Jamaica,  Cuba,  South  Africa,  Palestine, 
Australia,  Holland,  New  Zealand,  and  the  United 
States  of  America.  Friends  in  France  have  not 
had  time  to  work  out  a translating  system,  but 
sometimes  a Friend  in  Belgium  has  time  to  do 
the  translating  and  the  French  children  receive 
the  letters.  For  a time  they  were  sent  directly 
into  the  East  Zone  of  Germany.  Then  came  the 
ruling  that  no  type-written  letters  could  enter 
the  zone.  This  seemed  like  a blow  until  the 
children  of  the  West  Zone  said,  “Very  well,  we 
will  copy  them  out  long  hand.  “Which,”  Ruby 
Dowsett  adds,  “of  course,  was  much  better!” 

After  March  of  this  year,  Annette  Waelis, 
51  Thomas  Street,  Cirencester,  Gloscestershire, 
England,  will  be  responsible  for  arranging  all 
the  pen  friendships  and  group  contacts.  While 
traveling  through  this  country,  Ruby  Dowsett 
has  been  able  to  arrange  for  several  concerned 
Friends  to  help  Annette  Wallis  in  making  the 
American  lists. 

For  further  particulars  of  the  Round-the- 
World  Quaker  Letters  apply  to  the  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation,  20  South 
12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.  For  a very  small 
outlay  of  money  (3c  a copy)  Meetings  will  find 
this  a rewarding  project. 


LET  US  NOT  JUDGE 

From  Ruby  Dowsett  of  New  Zealand  comes  the 
following  story:  When  William  Sewell  of  Union  Uni- 
versity in  West  China  was  leaving  the  country,  Chinese 
Friends  asked  to  meet  with  him.  “Please  take  our  love 
to  our  Friends  in  the  West,”  they  said.  “We  may  be  cut 
off  from  them  for  years;  we  do  not  know.  When  you  go 
to  the  West,  will  you  ask  the  people  of  the  West,  please 
not  to  judge  us,  for  we  may  do  many  things  of  which 
they  do  not  approve.  But  ask  them,  please,  to  cover  us 
with  their  love.” 
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EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE 

By  Jennivjeve  Westwick 

Jennivieve  Westwick,  a m embe  r of  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  Meeting,  is  chairman  of  the  Educational  Com- 
mittee for  the  Yearly  Meeting.  Her  address  is  1745 
Lincoln  Street,  Berkeley  3,  Calif. 

Our  Educational  Committee  has  members 
from  New  Mexico  to  Vancouver,  so  we  are  de- 
pending on  groups  in  the  individual  Meetings 
and  Quarterly  Meetings  to  consider  their  own 
needs  and  methods  of  sharing  ideas  with  Friends 
throughout  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  We  hope 
that  many  people  will  prepare  for  the  educa- 
tional conference  to  be  held  the  two  days  pre- 
ceding Yearly  Meeting  in  the  Bay  Area.  Many 
Quarterly  Meetings  have  by  now  appointed 
Committees  on  Education,  which  are  function- 
ing in  one  or  more  of  the  following  areas:  First- 
day  Schools  (or  Meeting  School  as  we  call  it  in 
Berkeley,  since  we  try  to  have  the  association 
more  than  just  a Sunday  morning  experience), 
general  elementary  school,  work  with  high 
school  or  college  young  people,  and  adults  of 
the  Meeting.  The  work  of  the  area  committees 
will  determine  to  a large  extent  the  direction 
our  conference  will  take. 

The  first  chapter  of  Howard  Brinton’s  book 
Quaker  Education  in  Theory  and  Practice  ends 
with  this  statement:  . . there  was  a time  when 

Quakerism  had  a definite  philosophy  of  life 
which  resulted  in  a definite  standard  of  living 
that  was  implicit  in  the  nature  of  Quakerism. 
To  define  that  purpose  more  definitely  we  must 
first  define  the  nature  of  Quakerism.”  As  we 
wonder  about  the  real  Quaker  testimony  and 
why  we  are  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
it  seems  a good  idea  for  all  of  us  to  be  reading 
some  of  the  same  books.  Some  which  have  been 
suggested  by  committee  members  are: 

Quaker  Education  in  Theory  and  Practice,  by 
Howard  Brinton 

The  Quaker  Way  of  Life,  by  William  Wistar 
Comfort 

Finding  the  Trail  of  Life,  by  Rufus  M.  Jones 

Friends  for  Three  Hundred  Years,  by  How- 
ard Brinton 

Today’s  Children  and  Yesterday’s  Heritage, 
by  Sophia  Fahs 

The  Man  Nobody  Knows,  by  Bruce  Barton 

“The  Use  of  the  Bible  in  Religious  Educa- 
tion," a pamphlet  by  Amelia  Swayne. 

There  was  a great  deal  of  interest  in  the 
questions  formed  at  Yearly  Meeting,  1951,  at 
Forest  Grove,  Oregon,  by  Helen  Stevenson  and 
her  committee.  They  are  reprinted  by  request, 
so  that  they  may  again  be  used  as  a basis  for 
discussions. 

How  Can  We  Pass  On  to  Our  Children  the  Under- 
standing That  We  Have,  Yet  Not  Limit  Them  With 
Our  Limitations? 


A.  How  can  we  do  this  in  our  home? 

1.  What  methods  do  we  use  in  our  homes  to 
help  our  children  and  us  mature  in  our  faith 
in  God? 

2.  How  far  do  we  compromise,  and  do  we  let 
our  children  compromise? 

3.  What  methods  can  we  use  to  counteract  the 
materialistic  pressures  of  the  culture  in 
which  we  live? 

a.  in  ourselves 

b.  in  our  neighborhood 

c.  in  our  schools 

d.  in  the  community 

4.  How  can  we  do  this  by  the  use  of  books? 
Study  of  Gandhi  as  a social  revolutionary 
(Wilfred  Wellock’s  “Gandhi  as  a Saint.”) 

B.  How  can  we  do  this  through  the  Meeting? 

1.  How  do  we  provide  opportunity  for  our 
children  to  learn  how  to  grow  in  apprecia- 
tion of  the  meeting  for  worship? 

2.  Do  we  need  a longe  range  plan  of  materials 
(curriculum)  for  our  First-day  Schools  in 
order  to  avoid  inefficiencies? 

3.  How  can  the  mechanics  of  our  programmed 
times  together  be  worked  out  so  that  chil- 
dren and  adults  be  provided  for? 

The  Educational  Committee  is  also  making 
a list  of  addresses  of  places  where  Meeting 
schools  may  obtain  materials.  The  chairman 
would  appreciate  further  suggestions.  We  have 
used  the  following  in  Berkeley: 

Friends  Central  Bureau 
1515  Cherry  Street 
Philadelphia  2,  Pa. 

catalog,  graded  material,  curriculum  guides 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
20  South  12th  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

Newsletter  for  boys  and  girls,  Mary  Esther 
McWhirter,  Ed.,  kits  of  service  suggestion 
Friends  World  Committee 
20  South  12th  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

Round- the- World  Letters 
Christian  Board  of  Publication 
2700  Pine  Blvd. 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
American  Bible  Society 
224  McAllister  St. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

The  Beacon  Press 
Boston,  Mass. 

The  Methodist  Publishing  House 
85  McAllister  St. 

San  Francisco  2,  Calif. 

for  Unitarian  books  by  Sophia  Fahs 


REPORT  FROM  PACIFIC  OAKS 

Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School  enters  a new 
phase  of  its  development  this  year  with  the  ac- 
quisition of  Abigail  Eliot  as  director  of  teacher 
education.  She  has  been  a pioneer  in  the  field 
of  early  childhood  education,  having  caught 
the  vision  and  having  transmitted  it  to  others 
over  many  years  through  her  Nursery  Training 
School  of  Boston. 

Teaching  a two-  to  six-year-old  child  to  re- 
late himself  in  his  environment  and  to  his  peers 
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requires  artistry  of  technique  and  sensitiveness 
of  understanding.  It  requires  carefully  nurtured 
skills  in  addition  to  a warm  and  sympathetic 
personality.  Those  working  with  Pacific  Oaks 
feel  that  running  a good  nursery  school  and 
training  teachers  for  other  good  schools  is  a job 
of  prime  importance  in  helping  ease  the  ten- 
sions of  our  world. 

Development  of  a young  child,  one  of  life’s 
greatest  miracles,  is  of  absorbing  interest  to  his 
parents  and  to  his  nursery  school  teachers.  When 
they  work  together  at  this  creative  time  they 
deal  with  emotions  and  speak  in  language  which 
breaks  down  racial,  economic  and  religious 
barriers.  This  is  a field  where  the  best  of  scien- 
tific thought  overlaps  with  our  deepest  religious 
beliefs.  Herein  lies  the  dedication  to  their  job 
felt  by  the  Friends  on  the  staff  of  Pacific  Oaks. 

Pacific  Oaks  has  grown  in  size  and  self-confi- 
dence over  the  seven  years  of  its  existence.  It 
has  succeeded  in  gaining  greater  neighborhood 
acceptance.  It  has  a skilled  and  enthusiastic 
staff,  and  a comfortable  plant  at  714  W.  Califor- 
nia Ave.,  Pasadena. 

We  need,  however,  all  the  understanding  and 
support  that  we  can  enlist  in  the  Friends  com- 
munity. We  particularly  need  help  in  getting  in 
touch  with  those  who  might  benefit  by  our 
program  and  whose  knowledge  and  abilities 
would  help  us  in  our  growth. 

We  need  more  students.  We  are  particularly 
anxious  to  have  our  first  few  graduating  classes 
be  of  a calibre  which  will  help  us  gain  accept- 
ance among  professional  educators.  We  need 
young  women  (and  men?)  of  perception  ar*d 
sensitivity  who  have  a sense  of  mission  in  early 
childhood  education. 

We  need  a mature  woman,  or  couple,  to 
supervise  and  guide  the  students  in  residence. 
This  job  needs  fortitude  to  stand  up  under  the 
strains  of  cooperative  living,  discretion  in  deal- 
ing with  many  types  of  people,  and  vision  to 
help  us  direct  the  growth  of  our  school. 

We  would  delight  in  receiving  visits  from 
Friends  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  We  have 
meeting  for  worship  every  Tuesday  at  11  o’- 
clock in  the  library.  We  have  a guest  room 
available  and  serve  meals  (with  a few  hours 
notice  being  necessary).  We  would  also  like  to 
hear  from  you  by  mail,  with  questions,  sugges- 
tions, or  criticisms. 

Many  parents  and  member  of  the  Pacific 
Oaks  Association  were  first  attracted  to  our 
school  because  of  the  “Friends”  in  our  name. 
This  may  be  their  first  real  contact  with  people 
who  represent  a philosophy  with  which  they 
feel  themselves  vaguely  in  sympathy.  For  this 
reason  alone  we  need  a sense  of  constant  re- 
latedness with  Friends  everywhere. 

—Alice  Harris 


LOOKING  BACK  TWENTY-TWO  YEARS 

Twenty-two  years  have  now  passed  since  the  birth 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends.  It  was 
founded  in  the  home  of  Howard  and  Anna  Brinton  on 
the  campus  of  Mills  College  in  Oakland,  California,  in 
the  spring  of  1930.  It  was  small  and  inconspicuous 
beginning.  As  far  as  I remember,  I was  the  recording 
secretary  of  the  occasion  and  wrote  a column  about 
the  meeting  for  the  Friends  Intelligencer.  One  of  the 
active  “charter  members,”  if  I may  be  permitted  to 
use  such  a secular  expression,  was  the  late  Professor 
William  Lawrence  from  Corvallis,  Oregon.  How  well 
I remember  him!  Most  of  those  present  had  a feeling 
that  something  had  gotten  started  at  Mills  College 
which  was  destined  to  grow  and  expand. 

Another  “charter  member”  was  Arthur  Heeb,  who 
is  now  a Unitarian  minister  in  the  East.  He  was  the 
first  editor  of  the  Friends  Bulletin.  In  the  beginning 
the  Bulletin  looked  more  like  a menu  card  than  a 
newspaper.  To  save  expense  it  was  printed  in  a long 
strip  of  paper,  and  one  or  two  of  my  poems  appeared 
on  this  strip  as  “appetizers.”  Two  other  “charter  mem- 
bers,” Hannah  Erskine  and  William  C.  lames,  are 
still  with  us  in  Berkeley. 

I also  remember  that  at  the  Mills  College  meeting 
I stressed,  for  the  hundredth  time  maybe,  the  need  for 
a Friends’  center  in  San  Francisco.  At  that  time  there 
was  neither  a Friends’  meeting  nor  a Friends  service 
center  in  the  Bay  Area.  They  came  later,  as  fruits 
from  the  seeds  sown  at  Mills  College.  Another  seed 
that  turned  into  bloom  was  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

One  thing  which  characterizes  these  twenty  years 
is  growth,  not  only  numerical  growth  but  new  Meetings 
and  new  spiritual  life.  The  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  the 
youngest  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  and  covers  a vast 
territory,  not  only  in  the  U.S.A.,  but  in  Canada  and 
Mexico  as  well.  Honolulu  is  in  it,  and  so  is  Shanghai, 
China.  I like  to  look  upon  Quakerism  in  what  the  Eng- 
lish Friends  call  the  Pacific  Area,  as  a movement,  as 
something  driving  us  all  forward.  Being  in  the  move- 
ment enriches  our  spiritual  life,  and  the  eddies  of  the 
movement  flow  over  into  many  departments  of  life.  It 
influences  others  and  others  are  swept  up  by  the  move- 
ment, strengthening  it  and  helping  to  give  it  direction 
and  purpose. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  has  devel- 
oped into  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  from  there 
on  into  the  Pacic  Coast  movement.  May  it  keep  moving 
forward,  and  many  new  Meetings  appear  in  dry  spiri- 
tual regions  to  further  the  spiritual  life  which  is  Life 
Indeed.  —Peter  Guldbrandsen 


AN  ANCHOR  OF  THE  SOUL 

Doubtless  we  all  feel  the  need  of  divine  guidance 
in  this  crucial  period,”  writes  Louis  Obed  Renne  (114 
Cornell  Road,  Menlo  Park,  Calif.),  a member  of  Palo 
Alto  Meeting.  “The  persistent  call  of  secular  forces, 
the  demands  of  expanding  empires,  the  State’s  renun- 
ciation of  moral  principles,  and  reliance  on  the  military 
for  survival,  tend  to  the  debasement  of  the  nation  and 
to  confound  the  well-meaning  wayfarer. 

“In  this  trying  situation  we  may  find  our  way  out 
of  the  man-made  darkness  if  we  are  constant  in  reject- 
ing evil,  and,  as  Paul  admonishes,  ‘lay  hold  upon  the 
hope  set  before  us:  which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor 
of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  steadfast.’ 

“We  may  receive  spiritual  strength  from  the  fol- 
lowing quotation  from  the  ‘Particular  Epistle  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  in  London.  1822.’ 

“ ‘A  concern  has  been  felt  at  this  time,  that  we, 
as  a religious  body,  may  be  preserved,  one  in  Faith, 
one  in  Doctrine,  and  even  one  in  Discipline;  that  we 
may  stand  fast  in  one  spirit,  with  one  mind  striving  to- 
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gether  for  the  faith  of  the  gospel;  and  that  we  may 
keep  it  inviolate,  as  it  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints; 
for  we  have  no  new  doctrine  to  promulgate,  but  even 
that  which  was  from  the  beginning.  Being  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  testimonies  given  us  to  bear  are  founded 
upon  the  gospel  of  Christ,  in  its  primitive  purity,  un- 
sullied by  the  contrivances  of  men we  are  deeply 

concerned  that  dear  brethren  everywhere  should  faith- 
fully hold  up  this  standard  to  the  view  of  the  nations, 
and  not  be  ashamed  to  confess  their  Lord  and  master 
before  men.  . . . 

“ ‘Tbe  present  is  a day,  in  which  the  eyes  of  many 
who  are  seeking  for  the  living  substance  of  religion, 
are  turned  upon  us.  They  are  looking  for  those  fruits 
of  the  Spirit  which  should  accompany  the  high  profes- 
sion we  are  making; and  O,  that  our  conduct  may 

never  be  such  as  to  offend  one  of  the  least  of  these!’  ” 


COLLEGE  PARK  ASSOCIATION 

The  College  Park  Association  of  Friends  experi- 
mented with  a two-day  session  when  it  convened  for 
its  seventeenth  Quarterly  Meeting  in  October  at  Friends 
Camp,  Ben  Lomond,  California.  More  than  eighty  peo- 
ple were  present  for  some  part  of  the  time,  and  the 
experiment  was  felt  to  be  so  successful  that  those  pres- 
ent wished  to  share  the  experience  with  others. 

Meetings  were  held  in  the  Seminar  Lodge,  located 
atop  a cliff  overlooking  a beautiful  grove  of  redwoods. 
It  is  tbe  custom  to  remove  one’s  shoes  before  entering 
tbe  Lodge,  and  this  practice  was  carried  out  by  Friends. 

After  an  hour  of  worship  on  Saturday,  the  rest  of 
the  afternoon  and  evening  were  devoted  to  business. 
Reports  from  the  various  Meetings  and  committees  were 
discussed  and  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
was  given  and  approved  as  follows: 

Clerk:  William  C.  James 
Assistant  Clerk:  David  Bruner 
Recording  Secretary:  Sara  Conrow 
Corresponding  Secretary:  Betty  McInnes 
On  Sunday  morning,  reports  from  the  Oxford  Con- 
ference were  given  by  Vern  James,  William  James  and 
Marion  Werner.  The  group  then  settled  into  a period 
of  meditative  sharing,  exploring  such  questions  as  “How 
do  we  rightly  use  our  material  possessions?’’.  “What 
are  Friends’  basic  testimonies?”,  and  “Are  the  testimo- 
nies an  integral  part  of  our  lives?”  After  a deep  search- 
ing together,  this  quotation  was  read  from  The  Friend, 
“In  essentials,  unity;  in  non-essentials,  liberty;  in  all 
things,  charity.”  A unifying  silence  followed. 

More  reports  were  discussed  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  meeting  was  adjourned  after  a period  of  silence. 

Comfortable  physical  arrangements  for  the  week 
end  were  made  by  the  Palo  Alto  and  San  Jose  Meet- 
ings, and  contributed  much  to  the  value  of  the  sessions. 
There  were  many  expressions  of  appreciation  for  the 
deeper  fellowship  possible  in  a two-day  meeting  such 
as  this;  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  plan 
others  in  the  future. 

—Betty  McInnes 

THE  COPES  REPORT  ON  EDUCATION 
AND  RICKSHAWS 

Last  year  Calvin  C.  and  Grace  Cope  of  966 
Doud  Ave.,  Monterey,  Calif.,  were  in  India  where  Cal- 
vin Cope  worked  in  adult  education  under  the  Fulbright 
program.  “Since  we  returned,  both  of  us  have  found 
people  quite  interested,”  writes  Grace  Cope.  “We 
have  spoken  to  twenty  or  more  groups.  We  are  just 
completing  a series  of  talks  and  movies  of  India  at  the 
Monterey  College,  where  Calvin  is  in  charge  of  the 
adult  work.” 

Calvin  Cope  describes  bis  activities  as  follows: 
“My  actual  work  has  consisted  of  two  months  in  the 


Turki  Basic  Training  College  in  Bihar  State,  two  weeks 
in  the  Dewas  Teachers  Training  College  in  Madhya 
Bharat,  three  weeks  in  and  around  Nagpur,  and  one 
week  in  Jabalpur,  both  in  Madhya  Pradesh  State  and 
both  under  the  direction  of  the  social  education  de- 
partment of  the  provincial  government.  In  the  teacher 
training  colleges  I ran  short  demonstration  workshops. 
While  on  vacation  in  Kashmir  I spoke  at  the  Teachers 
Training  College  in  Srinager  and  visited  adult  classes 
in  a village  as  I have  done  everywhere  I have  gone.  . . 
Then  there  was  a week  in  Indore  attending  the  second 
annual  adult  education  seminar,  and  a week  in  Bombay 
attending  the  All-India  Education  Conference.  . .” 

A more  personal  touch  is  added  by  Giace  Cope: 
“Today  I took  a long  walk  through  a congested  busi- 
ness and  residential  section.  I wish  I could  speak  Hindi, 
as  people  speak  to  me  in  such  a friendly  way  and  I 
must  answer  in  English.  . . I always  walk  until  I’m 
tired  and  then  stop  the  first  bicycle  rickshaw  and  ride 
home.  I feel  guilty  walking  as  the  rickshaw  men  call 
‘Memsahib,  Memsahib’  until  I shake  my  head  and  say 
‘Nahin.’  There  are  so  many  of  them  and  they  need  the 
money  so  badly.” 


LA  JOLLA  MEETING 

“A  cordial  welcome  awaits  you  at  the  Friends 
Meeting  at  La  Jolla,  California,”  writes  Robert  R. 
Fordham,  clerk,  730  Bishop’s  Lane,  La  Jolla. 

“About  ten  years  ago  a small  group  of  concerned 
Friends  met  in  the  parlor  of  the  Mission  Hills  Metho- 
dist Church,  San  Diego,  to  make  plans  for  a permanent 
Friends’  Meeting.  Various  places  to  meet  were  tried 
out  during  the  next  few  years,  including  the  Methodist 
and  Congregational  Churches  at  Mission  Hills,  the 
Community  Church  in  Old  San  Diego,  the  Y.M.C.A., 
and  Y.W.C.A.,  and  the  private  residences  of  Olivia  Da- 
vis, Rega  Engelsberg,  and  Joshua  and  Ruth  Baily.  It  was 
eventually  arranged  that  those  Friends  residing  in  the  ci- 
ty of  San  Diego  should  meet  every  Sunday  morning  at 
the  Y.W.C.A.  and  that  those  who  found  this  place  of 
worship  inconvenient  should  meet  every  other  Sunday  af- 
ternoon in  the  La  Jolla  home  of  Joshua  and  Ruth 
Baily.  Early  this  year  it  was  decided  that,  as  the  Meet- 
ing aims  at  affiliation  with  some  Yearly  Meeting,  our 
meetings  for  worship  should  no  longer  depend  on  the 
kindness  of  our  Friends  who  have  housed  the  meeting 
for  so  long.  The  officers  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  at  La  Jolla  readily  granted  us  the  use  of  a 
room  at  their  new  premises,  Kirk  House,  Kline  Street 
at  Draper  Ave.  This  arrangement— a very  happy  one- 
saw  the  closing  down  of  the  San  Diego  Meeting  and 
the  return  of  its  members  to  the  La  Jolla  Meeting. 

“Upwards  of  forty  people  in  the  vicinity  are 
Friends  or  are  interested  in  Friends  and  their  work; 
attendance  at  meeting  for  worship  averages  about  twen- 
ty adults.  Membership  in  tbe  Society  of  Friends  num- 
bers about  seventeen,  but  several  of  our  attenders  are 
desirous  of  applying  for  membership. 

“From  its  inception  the  group  has  been  very  active 
in  its  support  of  the  A.F.S.C.  and  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation,  and  it  played  a large  part  in  organizing 
the  San  Diego  Institute  of  International  Relations  as 
well  as  some  of  its  members  participating  from  time  to 
time  in  the  Whittier  Institute  of  International  Relations. 

“Recently  a beginning  has  been  made  with  a Sun- 
day school,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
parents  to  share  in  the  teaching  of  the  children,  each 
undertaking  this  work  for  one  month  in  turn. 

“Special  visitors  to  our  meetings  during  the  past 
year  included  Howard  and  Anna  Brinton,  Dr.  Abe  and 
Mrs.  Pepinsky,  Greta  Sumpf,  Albert  Baily  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  two  English  Friends,  Lucy  Burtt  and  Eliza- 
beth V.  Kelly.” 
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A MESSAGE  FROM  THE  FRIENDS 
WORLD  CONFERENCE,  OXFORD,  1952 

The  Christian  faith,  which  we  believe  is  the 
hope  of  our  troubled  world,  is  a revolutionary 
faith.  It  is  rooted  in  inward  experience,  but, 
whenever  it  is  genuine,  it  leads  to  radical 
changes  in  the  ways  in  which  men  live  and  act. 
We  rejoice  in  the  movements,  appearing  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  at  once,  which  are  in- 
spired by  the  desire  for  social  justice,  equal 
rights  for  all  races,  and  the  dignity  of  the  in- 
dividual person.  These  changes  can  neither  be 
achieved  nor  prevented  by  war.  War  leads  to 
a vicious  circle  of  hatred,  oppresion,  subversive 
movements,  false  propaganda,  rearmament,  and 
new  wars.  An  armaments  race  cannot  bring 
peace,  freedom,  or  security. 

We  call  upon  peoples  everywhere  to  break 
this  vicious  circle,  to  behave  as  nations  with  the 
same  decency  as  they  would  behave  as  men  and 
brothers,  to  substitute  the  institutions  of  peace 
for  the  institutions  of  war. 

Let  us  join  together  throughout  the  world 
to  grow  more  food,  to  heal  and  prevent  disease, 
to  conserve  and  develop  the  resources  of  the 
good  earth  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  comfort 
of  man’s  distress.  These  are  among  the  tasks  to 
which,  in  humility  for  our  share  of  the  world’s 
shame,  and  in  faith  in  the  power  of  love,  we 
call  our  own  Society  and  all  men  and  nations 
everywhere. 

OUR  PEACE  TESTIMONY 

This  restatement  of  one  of  our  major  testimonies,  by 
the  Peace  Committee  of  Japan  Yearly  Meeting,  was  read 
in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  August,  1952.  It  made  so  pro- 
found an  impression  upon  the  hearers  that  the  request 
was  made  that  it  be  reprinted  for  all  to  read  at  leisure. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Peace  Committee  of 
the  Japan  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  issued  in 
February  of  this  year  Our  Peace  Testimony. 

In  view  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation  brought 
about  by  the  Peace  Treaty  and  the  Security  Pact 
between  Japan  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, we  hereby  reaffirm  our  stand  that  we  do  not 
seek  security  in  the  armament  of  any  one  nation 
or  group  of  nations,  wholly  trusting  in  the  se- 
curity of  disarmament  and  goodwill. 

Our  opposition  to  war  is  absolute  and  with- 
out exception  and  our  abandonment  of  arms 
means  complete  disarmament.  Herein  lies  our 
belief  in  God  and  our  love  and  trust  in  all  man- 
kind as  brothers  in  each  of  whom  resides  the 
seed  of  God.  We  believe  that  God,  the  Father 
of  all  mankind,  does  not  allow  us  to  seek  for 
the  security  and  happiness  for  ourselves  or  oth- 
er nations  through  the  act  of  war. 

Standing  on  the  conviction  stated  above,  we 
remind  ourselves  of  the  lofty  mission  resting 
pledged  to  the  principle  of  total  disarmament 
on  us  to  maintain  the  Constitution  of  Japan 


whereby  we  must  break  at  least  in  the  Far  East 
the  world-wide  vicious  circle  of  unbelief,  fear, 
armament  and  war. 

The  Peace  Treaty  for  Japan  and  the  Security 
Pact  between  Japan  and  the  United  States  of 
America  signed  at  San  Francisco  on  September 
8 are  said  to  be  treaties  of  generosity  and  recon- 
ciliation, and  yet,  by  turning  Japan  into  a mili- 
tary base,  having  certain  nations  as  potential 
enemies,  and  by  turning  ploughshares  into 
swords  instead  of  swords  into  ploughshares, 
and  requiring,  in  effect,  the  people  of  Japan  to 
take  up  those  swords,  these  treaties  entail  the 
loss  on  the  part  of  Japan  of  her  position  of  neu- 
trality and  obstruct  thereby  the  road  to  world 
disarmament  commencing  with  a disarmament- 
Constitution. 

For  these  reasons,  we  declare  hereby  our  op- 
position to  the  ratification  of  these  treaties.  Fur- 
ther, we  wish  to  express  our  unchanging  faith 
in  our  mission  as  Christians  to  continue  our  ef- 
forts for  constructive  peace.  It  shall  be  our 
constant  endeavor,  even  after  their  ratification, 
to  see  that  the  Government  and  people  of 
Japan  co-operate,  on  the  basis  of  friendship  and 
mutual  understanding,  with  all  nations  of  the 
world,  regardless  of  whether  they  are  signatories 
or  not  of  the  treaties. 

Our  plea  is  to  cut  the  vicious  circle  of  war 
through  prayer  and  all  acts  allowed  to  man, 
and  to  generate  a circle  for  peace. 

We  would  not  hate,  but  love;  we  would  not 
take,  but  give;  we  would  not  kill,  but  give  life 
whatever  be  the  price  we  must  pay  for  these 
things.  This  is  the  only  way  open  to  us  which 
we  will  follow  without  ever  deviating  from  it. 

Says  Jesus:  “Put  up  again  thy  sword  into  his 
place:  for  all  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish 
by  the  sword." 

“I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  resist  not  evil:  but 
whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  thy  right  cheek, 
turn  to  him  the  other  also.” 

“Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that  curse 
you  and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use 
you  and  persecute  you,  that  you  may  be  the 
children  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

“Blessed  are  the  Peace-makers.” 

Signed,  November  11,  1951,  by  seven  members 
of  Japan  Yearly  Meeting. 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

The  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  of  Northern 
California  announces  that  Georges  and  Marjorie 
Weber  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting  have  accepted  appointment 
as  representatives  of  the  committee  in  Sacramento. 
Their  address  is  1412  P Street;  telephone,  Hudson 
4-2556.  They  will  be  happy  to  assist  any  Californians 
in  their  legislative  interests. 

* # ft 

The  new  address  of  the  Indian  Center,  Los  An- 
geles, is  2920  Beverly  Boulevard,  Zone  4.  Alice  Shoe- 
maker continues  as  the  director.  She  writes:  “The  new 
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quarters  are  larger  and  prettier,  with  a patio  separat- 
ing offices  from  recreation  space.  Many  of  our  Indian 
constituency  helped  with  the  moving,  painting,  carpen- 
try work,  etc.,  and  the  women’s  sewing  circle  is  now 
raising  funds  to  re-upholster  six  old  davenports.  People 
from  58  tribes  are  enrolled  with  us,  and  many  individu- 
als enjoy  the  varied  activities— chorus,  Sunday  dinners, 
vesper  services,  home  talent  nights,  discussions,  youth 
club.  Two  of  the  four  staff  members  are  Indians.” 

•k  -I-  'f> 

Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School,  Teacher  Education 
Division,  offers  the  following  courses  for  the  spring 
term  beginning  February  2,  1953. 

Student  Teaching  and  Conferences 
Growth  and  Development  of  Young  Children 
Curriculum  in  the  Nursery  School 
Administration  of  the  Nursery  School 
Home-School  Relations 
Recreation  for  the  Family 

Seminar  in  Problems  in  Early  Childhood  Educa- 
tion ( for  teachers  in  service ) 

The  work  in  all  courses  is  closely  related  to  the  practi- 
cal work  of  teaching  in  the  nursery  school. 

We  accept  both  full  and  part-time  students  who 
have  completed  two  years  of  college  work  or  its  equiv- 
alent. There  are  student  fellowships  and  scholarships 
available. 

Address  inquiries  to: 

Abigal  A.  Eliot,  Ed.D 

714  W.  California  St. 

Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

O tt  t> 

From  Gridley,  California,  Tom  Moore  sends  this 
news:  “On  the  strength  of  two  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  and  three  other  interested  persons,  there 
lias  been  a meeting  for  worship  every  Tuesday  evening 
in  Chico  since  sometime  in  September.  On  December 
7 we  held  a special  First-day  meeting  followed  by  a 
discussion  of  the  Oxford  Conference  by  William  and 
Anna  James,  who  generously  traveled  to  Chico  to  be 
with  us.  We  are  all  seeking  to  discover  the  Truth  and 
the  presence  of  these  older,  more  experienced  seekers 
lias  been  both  edifying  and  stimulating. 

“Our  group  has  no  formal  organization  and  con- 
templates continuing  in  this  way  until  some  compelling 
reason  appears.  Also  we  would  want  to  feel  more 
permanent  as  residents  of  this  area.  The  Friends  Com- 
mittee on  Legislation  provided  much  of  the  stimulus 
for  our  first  coming  together  and  has  continued  to  be 
in  our  hearts.  We  have  some  contact  with  a California 
Yearly  Meeting  church  across  the  Sacramento  Valley 
in  Orlancl  and  hope  that  the  acquaintance  will  grow 
and  prosper. 

“We  seem  as  a group  to  be  concerned  with  foster- 
ing a student  YMCA-YWCA  on  the  campus  of  Chico 
State  College.  There  seems  to  be  some  real  possibility 
for  this.”  # * # 

“Fifty  Years  of  Service,”  an  article  honoring  Gene- 
vieve R.  Russell,  a retired  member  of  Orange  Grove 
Meeting,  was  sent  to  us  by  Hugh  H.  Anderson  ( 831 
Milan  Avenue,  South  Pasadena,  Calif. ) , “She  is  still 
active,”  he  writes,  “in  all  area  meetings  of  Friends  in 
San  Diego.  . . . She  is  helping  to  support  activities  in 
Lower  California  among  the  poverty-ridden  farmers 
who  have  suffered  from  eight  years  of  drought.  . . .” 
The  article,  which  is  in  the  News  Bulletin  of  the 
California  State  Nurses  Association,  No.  8,  sketches 
Genevieve  Russell’s  long  and  varied  career  in  the  nurs- 
ing profession.  “At  the  age  of  fourteen,”  she  said,  “I 
decided  to  be  a nurse,  but  the  age  limit  was  twenty-one 
so  I had  to  wait  a long  time.”  However,  during  the 
waiting  period  an  occasion  arose  where  she  had  to  de- 
liver a baby  when  the  doctor  did  not  arrive  in  time. 


After  training  and  supervisory  work  in  Minneapolis,  she 
went  to  Cuba  during  the  Spanish-American  War,  later 
becoming  a superintendent  of  a nurses’  training  school 
there.  From  1903  to  1904  she  was  in  Hiroshima,  Japan, 
training  nurses  under  the  Japanese  Red  Cross,  during 
the  Russo-Japanese  War.  She  then  went  to  the  Canal 
Zone  to  help  start  a training  school  there.  She  was 
superintendent  of  nurses  during  the  building  of  the 
Canal,  and  has  also  served  in  Jamaica.  As  she  looks  back 
on  her  eighty  years,  she  is  “thankful  that  she  chose  the 
nursing  profession  and  would  do  just  as  she  did  if  she 
had  her  life  to  live  over.” 

ft  ft  ft 

“The  point  about  the  World  Conference  I would 
emphasize  for  Friends,”  writes  Will  C.  James,  (670 
San  Luis  Road,  Berkeley,  California),  “is  that  grass 
roots  or  local  interest  and  growth  of  the  movement  are 
what  really  concern  us.  Without  these  the  conference 
means  little  and  cannot  accomplish  much.” 

ft  ft  ft 

From  the  conference  Will  James  also  brought  the 
following  story:  An  Englishman,  after  watching  a foot- 
ball game  in  America,  was  asked  his  opinion  of  the 
game.  He  answered:  “Too  many  committee  meetings 
in  it.” 

ft  ft  ft 

You  may  be  interested  to  know,”  write  Julius 
and  Elza  Jahn  from  their  new  address,  1801  Bryant, 
Pullman,  Washington,  “that  a small  group  is  meeting 
regularly  here  in  Pullman.  We  are  the  only  members 
of  the  Society,  but  others  are  seeking  the  Friends  way 
and  the  group  is  slowly  getting  larger.” 

* ❖ * 

Joanna  S.  Reeves  of  Tucson  Meeting,  died  De- 
cember 7,  1952,  in  Chertsey,  England.  She  had  re- 
tired in  June,  after  twenty-five  years  of  teaching  in  the 
Tucson  public  schools,  and  had  gone  to  England  for  a 
year’s  tour.  She  was  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  a Meeting  in  Tucson,  and  active  in  work  for  the 
building  of  the  new  meeting  house  in  that  city. 

Born:  On  November  1,  to  Lafayette  and 

Mayme  Noda,  a son  named  David.  The  Nodas  live  at 
919  W.  Johnson  Street,  Madison  5,  Wisconsin.  Lafay- 
ette Noda  is  engaged  in  heart  research  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin. 

* * * 

Goodwin  George  and  Virginia  Petersen,  Eric, 
Dean  and  Karen,  have  moved  to  Ben  Lomond,  Calif., 
near  the  Friends  camp,  where  they  will  have  an  arts 
and  crafts  workshop  and  produce  much  of  their  own 
food  the  year  round. 

Their  move  makes  one  of  our  Meeting  newsletters 
get  the  prize,  if  there  is  a prize,  for  the  most  traveled 
paper  in  the  country.  The  College  Park  Newsletter,  one 
of  our  liveliest  Meeting  sheets,  will  be  edited  at  Ben 
Lomond,  travel  to  the  A.F.S.C.  office  in  San  Francisco 
for  mimeographing,  there  join  the  envelopes  which  have 
been  addressed  by  Laura  Fitinghoff  in  Watsonville. 
The  envelopes  will  be  stuffed  and  mailed  by  Friends 
of  San  Francisco  Meeting.  The  estimate  by  G.  G.  Peter- 
sen is  about  a thousand  miles  from  the  production  of 
the  news  item  to  a subscriber’s  mailbox! 

* * * 

Helen  Perkins  (2196  Navarro  Ave.,  Altadena, 
Calif.),  reports  briefly  thus  on  her  very  full  summer. 
“I  was  successful  in  securing  a work  permit  from  the 
British  government  to  volunteer  before  and  during  the 
Friends  World  Conference  and  very  much  enjoyed  the 
experience.  This  gave  me  two  weeks  at  Friends  House, 
London,  and  the  ten  days  at  Oxford,  and  a chance  to 
meet  people.  . . The  week  after  the  conference  I spent 
in  Ireland  hitch-hiking  (it’s  quite  respectable  in  that 
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part  of  the  world)  with  a girl  I had  met  in  London. 
I’m  still  overwhelmed  by  the  friendliness  of  the  people 
there.  Then  on  to  the  continent  with  Ruth  Wendt, 
who  lives  here  with  us,  but  who  has  been  visiting  her 
family  and  friends  in  Germany  for  about  a year  now. 
After  part  of  a day  in  Brussels,  we  entered  Germany 
where  in  two  week’s  time  I visited  friends  and  three  of 
the  families  to  whom  I’ve  sent  packages  since  the  war, 
attended  part  of  German  Yearly  Meeting,  did  some 
sight-seeing  ...  I went  to  southeastern  France  for  a 
week  with  Tom  and  Dolores  Johnson,  who  forsook 
Pasadena  and  the  United  States  five  years  ago  to  teach 
at  Andre  Trocme’s  College  Cevenal,  an  internationally 
known  co-educational  school.  Dolores  and  I had  four 
interesting  days  in  Paris  before  I returned  to  London 
to  collect  myself  and  my  belongings  for  the  homeward 
trip,  which  was  rough!  . . . I’m  very  thankful  to  have 
so  many  good  friends  in  all  the  places  I visited,  and  I 
feel  extremely  fortunate  to  have  been  in  so  many  homes, 
both  in  the  States  and  in  Europe.  While  I was  weary 
of  traveling  many  times,  I already  find  myself  hope- 
fully planning  to  do  it  again!” 

❖ ❖ 

“I  have  been  teaching  history  at  the  International 
School  of  Geneva  for  two  years,”  writes  Robert  J. 
Leach  ( 92  rte  de  Chene,  Geneva,  Switzerland ) , “while 
finishing  my  doctorate  on  ‘Quakers  and  Political  Action, 
1914-1953,’  in  the  University  of  Geneva.  I hope  to  re- 
turn next  year,  if  way  opens,  to  teach  in  the  States, 
preferably  on  the  West  Coast.  I am  interested  to  know 
of  openings  in  college  history  and  political  science  de- 
partments. 

“Friends  who  know  me  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  I have  just  gotten  engaged  to  an  English  girl,  Jean 
Francis,  who  came  a few  months  ago  as  registrar  to  the 
International  School.  We  plan  to  be  married  under  the 


care  of  the  Geneva  Meeting  in  the  spring.  I am  now 
clerk  of  the  Geneva  Meeting,  and  have  visited  a number 
of  German  and  Scandinavian  Meetings,  as  well  as  the 
French  Yearly  Meeting  and  Tercentenary  Pilgrimage 
this  last  summer.  The  last  three  years  I have  roamed 
all  over  western  Europe  and  into  North  Africa.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  only  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Friends 
I have  encountered  have  been  W.  O.  Mendenhall  in 
London,  and  Will  and  Anna  James  at  Briggflatts 
Meeting.  . . 

“I  am  so  pleased  to  read  of  the  growth  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting;  I was  at  the  Pacific  Coast  Association 
in  1945  when  the  suggestion  for  a Yearly  Meeting  was 
in  the  balance.  And  though  the  committee  report  was 
negative,  the  encouragement  which  I was  able  to  trans- 
mit from  Howard  Brinton  was  one  of  the  divine  ele- 
ments which  resulted  in  a rejection  of  the  negative  re- 
port, and  endorsement  of  the  idea  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. So  I feel  a certain  pride— if  that  is  the  right  Quaker 
word— in  being  a kind  of  ‘godfather’— if  that  is  appro- 
priate in  a Friend  under  40  years  of  age!” 

# # 

The  meeting  for  worship  at  Salem,  Oregon,  is  every 
Sunday  except  the  fourth  (when  Willamette  Valley 
meets),  from  9:45  to  10:45,  at  the  home  of  Effie 
McAffee,  1185  North  24th,  Salem.  (Please  correct 

your  list  in  the  November  Bulletin.) 

* # # 

The  last  week  in  January  promises  to  be  a hectic- 

one  for  Friends  in  Austin,  Texas they  move  into  their 

new  Friends  Center  at  2106  Nueces  Street.  There  will 
be  office  space  for  the  A.F.S.C.,  bed  rooms  for  some 
of  the  A.F.S.C.  staff  and  two  students  who  will  act  as 
janitors,  living  room,  dining  room  and  kitchen,  nursery, 
sewing  room,  ample  space  for  all  sorts  of  interesting 
activities.  We  wish  Austin  Friends  great  satisfaction 
in  their  new  home.  February  1 will  mark  the  formal 
opening,  with  coffee  and  monthly  business  meeting  at 
10  a.m.,  meeting  for  worship  at  11,  open  house  and 
birthday  party  at  3 p.m. 

^ ^ ^ 

An  unexpected  glimpse  of  one’s  self  in  the  mirror 
is  sometimes  revealing.  Such  a glimpse  is  afforded 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  a report  by  Howard  H. 
Brinton  on  Japan  Yearly  Meeting,  in  the  Friends  In- 
telligencer, December  20,  1952.  “The  Japan  Yearly 
Meeting  both  in  size  and  spirit  reminded  Anna  Brinton 
and  me  of  the  Swiss  Yearly  Meeting,  which  we  attended 
two  months  ago,  and  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  of 
which  we  were  so  long  a part.  There  is  the  same  zeal- 
ous search  for  truth  unfettered  by  tradition,  the  same 
diversity  of  thought  and  background,  the  same  wide 
fringe  of  friends  of  the  Friends  who  may  be  attracted 
by  only  one  of  the  Quaker  doctrines,  the  same  power 
generated  in  a small,  intimate  group.” 

“Japan  Yearly  Meeting,”  he  continues,  “was  the 
child  of  Philadelphia  Friends,  but  it  is  a child  no  longer. 
Having  reached  maturity,  it  is  guided  by  a group  of 
able  Japanese  leaders.  Nevertheless,  the  close  associa- 
tion between  Japanese  Friends  and  Philadelphia  Friends 
is  an  important  source  of  joy  and  strength  to  both 
groups.” 
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